
PSITTACUS PORPHYRIO. 

Character Genericus. 

Rojlrum aduncum : mandibula fuperiore mobili, 

cera inftrufta. 

Nares in roftri ball. 

Lingua carnofa, obtufa, integra. 

Pedes fcanforii. 

Lin. Syjl. Nat. 

Character Specificus. 

PSITTACUS fubmacrourus, violaceo-cyaneus, 

capite fubcriftato, gula albida. 

Perexigua haec Pfittaci fpecies inter elegantiffimas 

fui generis merito locum obtinet. Color illi eft admo- 

dum violaceus, gula pe&orifque parte fuperiori excep- 

tis, quae albicant, in quibufdam fpeciminibus fubfufeo 

obumbrata. Roftrum pedefque rubefeunt. Capitis 

plumas fere in criftam funt produftae, ut in Pfittaco 

Porphyrocephalo in Numero primo hujus operis ex- 

prelfo. Huic aviculae fingulare quoddam eft, (quod 

et Lathamium in Synopfi Avium non effugitj lingua 

nempe quae generi obtufa et brevis eft, in hac fpecie 

kmga eft, et fafciculo, feu penicillo fetularum albarum 

terminata. Infulam Otaheitee, in Oceano Auftrali, 

incolit base fpecies. 
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T H ’E 

VIOLET-BLUE PARR A K EET. 

Generic Character. 

Bill hooked. Upper mandible moveable. 

Tongue broad, flelby, and obtufe. 

Legs rather Ihort. Toes formed for climbing, 

viz. two forward and two backward. 

Specific Chara c ter• 

VIOLET-BLUE PARRAKEET, with the tail 

fomewhat elongated ; head rather crefted ; 

throat white. Length about 5 Inches, or 

fomewhat more. 

OTAHEITAN BLUE PARRAKEET. 

Latham. Synopf. p. gg. 

N. B. This bird and the Pfittacus Porphyrocephalus figured in 

the Firft Number oi this work, are very nearly of the fame 

fize and proportion. 

This diminutive fpecies is one of the moft elegant 

of its tribe. Its colour is a beautiful deep violet, ex¬ 

cept on the throat and upper part of the breaft, where 

it is white; but in fome fpecimens flightly tinged with 

dufky. 
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dufky. The bill and legs arc reddifli, and the feathers 

on the head are elongated, fo as to form a flight creft, 

in the fame manner as in the Pfittacus Porphyrocepha- 

lus, defcribed in the Firft Number of this work. 

A very curious circumftance relative to this little 

bird, has been obferved by Mr. Latham in his Synop- 

fis of Birds; viz. that the tongue, which in the reft of 

the genus is blunt and fhort, is in this fpecies long, and 

terminated by a fort of pencil of fhort white briftles. 

It is a native of the Ifland of Otaheitee in the South¬ 

ern Hemifphere. 


